REORIENTATIO

Cici Huang, Richmond Dakay

TMU’s DAS building is reimagined as a prominent campus node. Positioned at
the campus edge, it presents two identities: an outward face for the city and an
inward face that opens to students. This transformation preserves much of the
original building and reinterprets it in a delicate mass above clad in glass and
polycarbonate. This addition is inspired by the original building’s binary massing
and is reoriented towards the heart of campus. An intermediary buffer acts as

a programmatic and formal separation between the old below and new above.
The translucency of the addition reveals the systems within, both of the building
itself and the students at work; like a pair of binoculars, the rotated addition
focuses the connection between students within and beyond.
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The buffer level continues
a portion of the existing
structure. The trusses in
the reoriented addition
transfer load to specific
columns below; diagonal
trusses in either volume
cut across the new studio
spaces and support the
longitudinal trusses.
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1. DAS Gallery
2. Student Lounge
3. Terrace

1. Lower Workshop 3. Public Gallery

Ground Floor Plan > Ppit 4. Cafe

Fifth Floor Plan - “Buffer”
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Sectional Perspective

1. Year 3 Studio
2. Critique Room
3. Year 4 Studio

Sixth Floor Plan




